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CONFIDENTIAL HONG KONG 8912 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJ: TAIWAN TRAWLERS BRINGING INDOCHINA REFUGEES TO HONG KONG 

REF: HONG KONG 8525 AND 8709 

1 . HONG KONG POLITICAL ADVISOR WILSON ASKED CONSUL GENERAL IF 
WE HAD NANY INFORMATION REGARDING TAIWAN TRAWLERS REPORTEDLY 
IN VIETNAMESE WATERS. THERE IS SOME CONCERN HERE THAT ADDITIONAL 
LARGE GROUPS OF REFUGEES MAY ARRIVE NEXT SEVERAL WEEKS IN TAIWAN 
BOATS, FURTHER STRAINING HONG KONG'S LIMITED ACCOMMODATION 
CAPACITY. 

2. HONG KONG 8525 REPORTED ARRIVAL 135 REFUGEES LAST WEEK ON 

TWO TAIWAN FISHING BOATS WHICH ALLEGDLY WERE SEIZED BY VIETNAMESE 

AUTHORITIES ON CHARGE OF ENTERING VIETNAMESE TERRITORIAL WATERS. 

CREW WAS QUESTIONED ABOUT THIS AND CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN HELD 

FOR THREE WEEKS AND WERE ALLOWED TO DEPART ON CONDITION THAT 

REFUGEES BE BROUGHT TO HONG KONG. REFUGEES WHO WERE 

LANDED HAVE MAINTAINED THIS ACCOUNT IS TRUE AND THAT 

THERE ARE ADDTTTONAT .SEIZED TAIWAN FISHING BOATS 

IN DANANG HARBOR. HONG KONG 8709 REPORTED ARRIVAL 

339 REFUGEES ON TAIWAN TRAWLER UNDER DIFFERENT CIRCUMSTANCES, 
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BUT AGAIN IT WAS TAIWAN BOAT. 

3. THERE IS SOME SUSPICION HERE THAT TAIWAN BOATS MAY 
NOT HAVE BEEN SEIZED, BUT RATHER HAVE BEEN ENGAGED 
BY SINO-VIETNAMESE SYNDICATE TO FERRY PERSONS FROM 
DANANG TO HONG KONG. FROM WHAT RECENT ARRIVALS HAVE 
TOLD US. THERE APPEARS TO BE NO DIFFICULTY IN BRIBING 
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VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES IN DANANG TO ALLOW DEPARTURES. 

4. HAS EMBASSY HEARD ANYTHING IN THIS REGARD? SPECIFICALLY 
HAVE THERE BEEN ANY REPORTS OF TAIWN FISHING BOATS 
RECENTLY SEIZED AND BEING HELD BY THE VIETNAMESE? 

ANY INFORMMATION EMBASSY COULD DEVELOP WOULD BE MOST 
HELPFUL. 

SHOESMITH 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REFUGEES, SEA RESCUES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 1 1 jul 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978HONGK08912 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: DG ALTERED 
Executive Order: GS 
Errors: N/A 
Expiration: 

Film Number: D780283-0260 
Format: TEL 
From: HONG KONG 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780775/aaaacljq.tel 

Line Count: 70 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 4801cf77-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION HA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 HONG KONG 8525 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 apr 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2055480 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TAIWAN TRAWLERS BRINGING INDOCHINA REFUGEES TO HONG KONG 
TAGS: SREF, HK, VM 
To: TAIPEI 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/4801 cf77-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



